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[F TAKES TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE TO BUILD A COMMUNITY: DREAMERS
and docrs. The Washingtonians of the Year for the year 2000 are
people who do both. Susie Kay dreamed of getting the re-
sources that kids east of the Anacostia River need to succeed. Her
Hoop Dreams program 1s making that happen—awarding
5500,000 in college scholarships last year. Rocky Twyman
dreamed of recruiting more minority bone-marrow donors.
Through his efforts, 9,000 potential donors have been registered
in the Washington area.  Eliol Planstichl dreamed of a state-
of-the-art center for the arts in Montgomery County. In a few
years, his dream will rise on Rockville Pike.  Since 1971, The
Washingtonian has honored nearly 500 individuals as Washing-
tonians of the Year. Each year we are inspired by the many good
people in our arca who make a difference. Their dreams and

good deeds make this a better place for all of us.
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§UT OUR YEARS MO, ALEXANDREA BOL-
g4 tigue owner Joan Gaskins was asked
. 1w jon a hoard o address a problem
with Virginia's welfare-to-work transition:
Mauny women didt know how to dress far
ffice jobs or have the wardrobe to do so.

But "boards Jon't selve problems.” Gask-
i says. Frustrated, she soon began usking
winneil's groups to denae “aently worn’” Ga-
reer clothes and acvessorics  then opened
an upstairs rooms as Generatios Closet.

“1 thought it would something I'd do in
my spare time.” she aays, “but it grew”

With no format funding, Generations
Close. has vutfined more than 3.000 peope.
all reterred by Northern Virginia and DC so-
crab-service and job-training agencies. 7
take care of the clothing.” she explains.
“Ihat alfows them 10 make sure the reni’s
purid -z the car s

The transformation is astonishing. every
timic. A parolee or recovering addict who ar-
rived with her head down emerges fron the
dressing room hrotdess

[ can' belicve I'm wearing a $400 suil”
she'll say.

“You deserve to wear a $400 wait” Gask-
ins replies with a hug,

Lisa Wolt was inspired by a similar pro-
gram in Chicago. Tn 1992, she and tour
friends began runping Suited for Change oul
of her Northwest DC apartment, It now
serves 100w 130 low-ipcome women i
month. referred by 96 arca agencies, In eight

years. the organizntion has “suied” nearly

5.000 for cmployment.

Woil. a child-rights advocate with several
international organizations. koew that clothes
alenc weuldn't help women got and keep a

job, So Suited for Change ollers career edu-

cation. too—on office ctiquette, imerview
skills. titne mamagemant, and the like. Fannie
Muge gives a home-buying seminar; Hecbt's.
Loews Totels. and other employers deseribe

how their businesses work and sometimes re-

cruit warkers on the spot.
Woll's sceondary mission is o develop

leadership and organ zational skills in young
women. Nearly all board members are in

their twenties or thirties, and cvery exeoutive
director has been under 30. They manage 30
to 70 volunteers, business and community
outreach, and a $200.000 annual budget.

Tn 1994, Wall helped launch the Women's
Alliance to connect similar groups around
the country. ~1heard from a siser program

that offers a dental service” she suys, “We .

want to do that, 100"
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